MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW YEARS- 2013
It is a special time to keep in touch with friends and family, both far and near. Praying you will have a special time at Christmas and share many happy times together!
Christmas will soon be here and I have not brought my greetings to you yet!

So hope you will understand if you do not get it on time.

Since my return from Taiwan mid Sept I have had problems with my legs which developed into cellulites and infection in both of my lower legs. I visited Emergency and have been on Home Care for dressing and IV antibiotics to start with about Nov 23rd.  My left leg is healed now but they continue with dressings on my right leg every other day now.  

I have been at home most of the time with my feet up! I guess a well deserved rest but I would not have planned it this way. It has been hard to sit at the computer chair to write for very long- so thus this has been delayed!

I have only been out for short period of time but hope to be able to sit through church this Christmas Sunday but won’t be in the choir this Christmas.  I will have to be careful as to how much I do in coming month but hope it won’t take too long to get back to normal activities.
My brothers have had a better year and Richard is cancer free- although still having follow up with doctors at Princess Margaret about 6 months apart. He does really well but still some problems swallowing and enjoying some of his food. But he keeps slim and not diabetic anymore so some good things. He continues to see the cardiologist and trust he is doing well there (although she sometimes mentions a pacemaker as his heart rate still low). He keeps busy with church, community, with friends and at home and his turn to look after me right now!
David, my brother has recovered well after his hip replacement and back to his “same old self” after a few years of agony. He did have some lower leg problems too but all under control now. He keeps busy with his various responsibilities at church and community too.  Marlene enjoys curling and golfing and has been busy looking after her mother who is in the Golden Plough Lodge. They celebrated their 40th Wedding Anniversary on July first with both sides of the family here at 103. They enjoy the grandchildren’s visits and activities involved with them. Jason and his family and Andrew will be home for our family Christmas celebration on Dec. 22nd. So we enjoy those special times together. 

John has done well with his pacemaker and adjusting to that lifestyle. Try to encourage him that everything does not have to be done in one day! Brenda keeps well and they enjoyed holidays in Canada this year. Jonathan continues to enjoy his work in Toronto and travels a lot to look after the various actors with their agency. His friend Christina and he will be here for both Dec.22nd and for Christmas day.
Both of our close friends Millie will join our family on the 22nd and Iris will be here for that and Christmas Day. She is to have a hernia operation in early January so we are going through medical appointments with her to prepare for that. She is 86 now but the doctor feels it must be done.
A close friend of the family, Helen Van Dusen, died in early Dec at 92. I visited her regularly both as friend and her elder since I returned from Taiwan. She had not been well these past 5-6 months and needed long term care at the Golden Plough Lodge. Her son, a minister, and family live in Sarnia and we were always in touch to help Helen through this period. I was not available the last few weeks of her life but she knew and understood. I will miss her for her help with knowledge of our church, of people and events from our past.

I still keep busy with many areas of ministry, pastoral care and mission. I am Clerk of Session at St. Andrew’s, member of the choir, Women’s Association, WMS, Pastoral Care, and “Young at Heart” Coffee Time every Friday a.m. 
I continue as Vice President of CNOB Synodical of WMS and on the planning committee for the second National Women’s Gathering in May of 2014.  I am the convener of the International Ministries Committee and their Personnel Committee which keeps me up to date with our missionaries and partner churches. 

I was really pleased to be able to attend the 90th Anniversary of the Women’s Work (previously WMS) in Taiwan in September. There were over 800 women from Taiwan and 30 from overseas representing the various churches and groups. I was asked to speak on my time as a missionary in Taiwan. It was most uplifting experience to share in this celebration and to see so many younger women from the Taiwanese, Aboriginal and Hak ka churches. I also got to see many old friends at the celebrations and in the Taipei area.

Then I spent the next two weeks in Changhua visiting with staff and friends there. I was kept busy from morning till night and enjoyed sharing so much with them. Many of the previous staff were still there in the Nursing Dept as supervisors, head nurses, etc.  The hospital continues to grow and I was amazed at the various services they provide for that area. There are now 6 branch hospitals and I visited three of them. I spent a day at Erhlin to take part in their yearly retreat. There is also a Psychiatric Hospital for long term care and it was great to see that new facility. Many of the branch hospitals have built or are in the process of building long term care facilities, but now the greatest problem is to find nurses to care for all these patients. I was invited out for 2-3 meals a day and enjoyed seeing everyone and must have had a “million” photos taken. Of course the time was too short but did not want to outstay my welcome!
Appreciate your friendship and support in prayer for my family. In the New Year I hope I will be able to return to my various responsibilities. I must also learn to encourage others to do more so I can take a step back or aside- to let God’s will be done in many ways and through many people. (A New Year plan and Hope!)
May God continue to bring us all closer to Him at this Christmas time as we share His great gift of love with others. 
Christmas is a time to Rejoice!

Love, Peace and Joy

Joy  
